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ACE ANNOUNCES INCREASED RECYCLING RATE FOR 

BEVERAGE CARTONS   
 

 

ACE, the Alliance for Beverage Cartons and the Environment, is pleased to announce that the 
recycling rate for beverage cartons in the EU281 rose to 51% in 2019. This represents a 
continued year-on-year increase in the EU beverage carton recycling rate. 

 
“We are pleased that the steady annual increase of the recycling rate for beverage cartons in 

2019 surpassed 50%,” said Annick Carpentier, Director General of ACE. “This is proof of our 
industry’s efforts and enhances the message that beverage cartons are recyclable and are being 
recycled at scale in Europe.” 

 
Beverage cartons, made largely from renewable materials, contribute positively to a low carbon 

circular economy. The industry is driving beverage carton recycling across Europe, committed to 
efforts that support the increase of the recycling rate in all EU Member States. The industry calls 
on policymakers at the European and national levels to assure that beverage cartons are 

collected for recycling separately, and to support a collection target to ensure beverage cartons 
are collected for recycling.  

 
“With an upcoming EU legislative agenda towards more sustainable packaging, the beverage 

carton is well positioned with a 51% recycling rate. This is an opportunity to inform policy-
makers at all levels that beverage cartons are a safe, circular and sustainable packaging solution 
with a low carbon footprint, and how the beverage carton you use at your table can be easily 

collected and recycled,” continued Ms. Carpentier.  
 

ACE to Partner with POLITICO Europe on Upcoming Virtual Event 
 
On November 25th from 2-3 PM CET, in partnership with POLITICO Europe, ACE will be 

presenting a virtual event, “Will the EU be ready for all packaging to be sustainable by 2030?”. 
The panel will be moderated by POLITICO’s sustainability reporter Eline Schaart and will feature: 

• Florika Fink-Hooijer, Director General for DG Environment, European Commission 
• Jan Huitema (Renew Europe, Netherlands), Rapporteur for the ENVI Committee on the 

Circular Economy Action Plan 
• Jane Muncke, Managing Director, Food Packaging Forum 
• Heike Schiffler, Vice President Sustainability Europe and Central Asia, Tetra Pak 

 
Join us for a dynamic panel discussion to share your ideas, thoughts, and questions. We invite 

you to register here. 
  

ABOUT ACE 

 
1 Data includes information from the United Kingdom, which at that time was still an EU Member State.  

https://www.politico.eu/event/packaging-eu/
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ACE – The Alliance for Beverage Cartons and the Environment – provides a European platform 
for beverage carton manufacturers and their paperboard suppliers to benchmark and 

profile beverage cartons as a safe, circular, and sustainable packaging solution with low carbon 
benefits. 
 

ACE members include beverage carton producers Tetra Pak, SIG Combibloc, and Elopak. They 
develop, manufacture, and market safe, circular, and sustainable systems for the packaging and 

distribution of food and beverages, and produce packaging material at 20 plants in Europe. 
Around 98% of the paperboard used by ACE members to produce beverage cartons in Europe is 
produced by Stora Enso in Skoghall (Sweden) and Imatra (Finland), and BillerudKorsnäs in 

Gävle and Frövi (Sweden), who are also members of ACE. 
 

Follow us on Twitter @Beveragecartons 
 

Follow us on LinkedIn: https://www.linkedin.com/company/acesecretariat/about 
 

### 

 
Media and further inquiries: ANDREW GELSTON; MOB +32 (0)4 77 83 09 84; EMAIL 

andrew.gelston@beveragecarton.eu 
 

 

 

https://www.beveragecarton.eu/
http://www.tetrapak.com/environment/pages/default.aspx
http://www.sig.biz/sig-global/en/environment/our-commitment/
http://www.elopak.com/language=en/1291/elopak-and-the-environment
http://www.storaenso.com/rethink/responsibility/responsiblesourcing
http://www.billerud.com/Sustainability/
https://twitter.com/Beveragecartons
https://www.linkedin.com/company/acesecretariat/about

