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BEVERAGE CARTON INDUSTRY: AMBITIOUS POLICY IMPLEMENTATION 
AND INDUSTRY INITIATIVES FOR INCREASED RECYCLING 

 

Recycling of beverage cartons 

is growing in the EU and 

reached 48% in 2017, 

according to industry-wide 

figures. This marks the 

twelfth consecutive year of 

increased recovery for 

recycling. Last year, the total 

recovery rate reached 76%.  

  

“ACE members have a long-

standing commitment to 

recycling. Having very much 

welcomed the revised 

Packaging and Packaging 

Waste Directive and the 

introduction of mandatory 

separate collection of packaging waste, ACE is working with national beverage carton 

associations to support recycling performance across Europe. To this end, the members of ACE - 

BillerudKorsnäs, Elopak, SIG, Stora Enso and Tetra Pak - have decided to launch a new platform to coordinate 

the industry’s engagement in recycling across Europe. We are pleased to see that recycling of our cartons is 

growing each year and we are convinced that this trend will continue with the implementation of EU waste 

legislation and new industry initiatives,” said Annick Carpentier, ACE Director General.  

 

The new pan-European platform will coordinate and drive EU-wide and country-specific solutions to optimise 

beverage carton collection and recycling. It will actively seek to establish alliances and partnerships with 

industry actors sharing similar needs to ensure and scale up recycling solutions. 

 

“From a life cycle perspective, recycling of beverage cartons helps reduce carbon footprint. The beverage 

carton industry encourages Member States to ambitiously implement EU waste legislation to provide enhanced 

systems for waste collection and sorting, knowing that efficient separate collection drives the recycling of 

beverage cartons,” concluded Carpentier. 
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Note to Editors 

ABOUT ACE 

ACE provides a European platform for beverage carton manufacturers and their paperboard suppliers to benchmark and 

profile cartons as renewable, recyclable and low carbon packaging solutions. Engaging with stakeholders and partners 

seeking high environmental stewardship, it contributes expertise to EU policy, legislation and standard‐setting. 

ACE members include beverage carton producers Tetra Pak, SIG Combibloc and Elopak; they develop, manufacture and 

market systems for the packaging and distribution of food, and produce packaging material at 20 plants in Europe. A 

great majority of the paperboard used by ACE members in beverage cartons in Europe is produced by Stora Enso in 

Skoghall (Sweden) and Imatra (Finland), and BillerudKorsnäs in Gävle and Frövi (Sweden), who are also members of ACE.  

 
For further information or media inquiries please contact:  
MAJA DRČA, ADVOCACY AND COMMUNICATIONS MANAGER, TEL +32 (0)2 504 07 16; MOB +32 (0)4 8541 83 
82; EMAIL maja.drca@beveragecarton.eu or visit the ACE website www.beveragecarton.eu  
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