
 

 

  

 
 
BEVERAGE CARTON RECYCLING ON THE RISE IN EUROPE  

 

In 2016, the European Union recycled 47 percent of all beverage cartons placed on the market, or some 
430.000 tonnes, according to the latest industry figures gathered by ACE, the Alliance for Beverage Cartons 
and the Environment. The combined weight of beverage cartons recycled or recovered rose to roughly 700.000 
tonnes, corresponding to a total recovery rate of 76 percent. 
 
“We are very pleased to note a substantial increase in the recycling of our cartons across Europe in 2016. At the 
same time, separate collection is a prerequisite to any type of recycling, meaning we are also satisfied that 
beverage cartons are increasingly collected, in turn allowing for them to be recycled,” said Annick Carpentier, 
Director General of ACE. 

 

Much progress has been made since the early nineties when ACE began tracking the recycling rate of beverage 
cartons in Europe. In particular, EU Member States with appropriate packaging collection systems in place 
achieve increasingly high recycling volumes. Unfortunately, however, several Member States still lag behind 
when it comes to developing proper collection, sorting and recycling infrastructure.    

“The lack of separate collection hampers increases in packaging recycling. While the beverage carton industry 
is truly committed to supporting increased recycling, it needs regulatory support to enhance collection in order 
to secure existing and future investments in innovative recycling technologies,” said Carpentier. 
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ABOUT ACE 

ACE provides a European platform for beverage carton manufacturers and their paperboard suppliers to benchmark and 

profile cartons as renewable, recyclable and low carbon packaging solutions. Engaging with stakeholders and partners 

seeking high environmental stewardship, it contributes expertise to EU policy, legislation and standard‐setting. 

ACE members include beverage carton producers Tetra Pak, SIG Combibloc and Elopak; they develop, manufacture and 

market systems for the packaging and distribution of food, and produce packaging material at 20 plants in Europe. A 

great majority of the paperboard used by ACE members in beverage cartons in Europe is produced by Stora Enso in 

Skoghall (Sweden) and Imatra (Finland), and BillerudKorsnäs in Gävle and Frövi (Sweden), who are also members of ACE.  

 
For further information or media inquiries please contact:  
MAJA DRČA, ADVOCACY AND COMMUNICATIONS MANAGER, TEL +32 (0)2 504 07 16; MOB +32 (0)4 8541 83 
82; EMAIL maja.drca@beveragecarton.eu or visit the ACE website www.beveragecarton.eu  


